a sacred spot in the Nasik District; and
the river Bhima rises from the well-known
shrine of Bhima-Shankar (another name
of Mahadev) on the crest of the Western
Ghauts, which possesses one of the twelve
Lingams of Shiva, known as Jotirlingams.
From these instances it will appear that
the most remarkable hills in the country are
rendered more or less sacred by the estab-
lishment of shrines or places of worship,
dedicated to some god at the source of a
river. The river Krishna being one of the
famous rivers of the Deccan, great sanctity
is attached to its source at Mahabaleshwar;
and in a legendary account, called the
Krishna Mdhdtmya, the importance of the
river is fully described. There is also
another work, called the Mahabaleshwar
Puran, which contains only a short descrip-
tion of the village and the sacred pools
and temples, as now shown by the priests.
Both the tracts are, however, modern
compositions and possess little value from
an historical point of view/*
The early history of Mahabaleshwar is
shrouded in obscurity. The first mention,
that is found in old papers, is of ' the
* These tracts were brought to the notice of the public by the lace
Bao Saheb V. N. Mandiik in the two interesting papers, read by him
before the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, in 1870-71.